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A detailed summary for the serious researcher into
the disappearance of Amelia Earhart

BY RICHARD G. STRIPPEL
PHOTOGRAPHY. cotLecTion

FROM THE MICHAEL O'LEARY

Farhart gunned her fucl-laden Lockhosd 10E Electra off the short grass runway ai Lae,
New Guinea. Officilly, that was the last time she was seen alive, Earhart and her naviga-
tor, Frederick J, Noonan, never made it o the next stop at tiny, mid-Pacific Howland Islnd, a
2556-mile journcy.
wiand, & treeless dot. had been discovered by an American whaler in 1822 and its guano
harvested. In 1934, US claims were reasserted. It was being considercd as s “stepping stoac” on
an air route between the US and Australia
Theories and “evidence” abou Earhart's disappearance proliferaic like vasiations on folk tales,
rangin from the povocatve o e sty sbeur:
istand. Her plane’s retractable landing gear
was mplcd and made parts of the Mitsubishi AGM Zero's inward-retracting gear. So says one
recent aul
+"This is a spin-off from the tired, old idea held by the late Fired Gocmer, Vincent Loomis,
Joseph Gervais, et al, that Amelia and Noonan didn't head for Howland Island st all, but went
0: [choose one] (a) Saipan (b) Truk (c) the Marshall Islands (d) all o the above: to spy on the
Japancse and were captured.
* On the other hand, British air historian and author Roy Nesbit carefully rescarched an
unheroic solution. Amelia Earhart, he wrote, simply ran out of g
ceyears g0, pece of shumimum. edicine bote cap,and part o  shoe supposedly
remote Pacific dicd there.

A. 10:00 am, 2 July 1937, while atiempting an around-the-workd flight, 39-year-oid Amelia

WITNESSED TAKEOFF
Els Birrell is belicved to be the only person still alive on the S0th anniversary of Amelia’s
flight who saw her and Noonan take off from Lac. She was 70 in 1987, Mrs. Birrell was belping
her mother run the hotel where Esrhart stayed. “She wanted a room on her own and did't eally
mix with people.” Mrs. Birrll recalled.
I remember the plane could barely lift on takeofT,” said Mrs. Birrell. “We all rushed out 1o watch her gos it was & very beave thing she did "
By moom ofthe et day, o 2 July,acrossthe ntrstions] DateLinc the ot Guard hadbegnasaech fothe two vistors ht would e i
the most intriguing 04 egend

BACKGROUND

Amelia Eathart’s voyage has bee fally and her image has a stamp, Her bright red Lockheed Vega 5-B used in the
192 rnsatlantc and cross-couniry ights, long with her igh acket and o, e on display a the Notional A and Space Muscam in Washinglon
D.C. The legend surrounding Amclia Earhart has obscured many of the facts of her life — mm mnn from soarce to source.

Amelia Mary Eachast was born in Atchison, Kansus, on 24 July 1897, d Jawyer Edwin Earhart and the former
Amy Ocis. Her sistcr, Muricl Earhart Morrisscy, recalled the two girls were raised in gym suits m“wl of skirts and were given footballs and rifles by
their Y.MKV who took the family on trips in & company Pullman car

The maoved to Des Maines in 1907, where on her ninth birihday Amelia suw her frst sirplanc at the lowa State Fair. She came away thinking
i v connbiwtion ofwietad wood

13, the familyagai relocated when Edwin went o workin S Paul. I 1915, sho and her mothr snd iser moved i with fiends in Chicago
becuuse of Edwin's drinking, ) grodoation, she se”s aide in o y bospital. Here, she heard World War
One flying aces recount their adventures. At war’s end she enrolled at Culumhu University in New Yoek 10 study mediine but soon changed ber mind,

Amelia quit college and went to Los Angeles, where her parents had now moved. She wantes 1o be with her mother and father, whose merriage was

breaking up over Edwin's alcoholism. But the flying bug bil. Hr finst flight was with speed pilot Frank Hawks. Under the wing of teacher Neta Snook,
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Amolia checks out the blueprints of her Lockheed Model 10E as the aircraft nears completion at the Lockheed factory in Burbank
Fitoon Modl 10E Eloctras wers bull but the mos famous woe Amoll's NR1A020.

st solocdfoethe firs time in 1920,
To pay for flying lessons, Earhart warked wherever she could,inchuding tins n a telephone offic

of  ruck. Her mother helped finance herfirst sirplanc in 1922. Throe months laer,she sct the alinade record for women, limbi
Afer herprents’ divorce, she nd her mother moved East and Amelia drifed into social work at Boston’s Deanison House

ATLANTIC PASSENGER

T 1928, whilk at Dennison House, Amelia was plucked from obscurity by promoterfpublicist George Palmer Putnam (GP). Socialite Amy Phipps
Guest had wanted t0 make a ransatlantic crossing, but her parcats forbade it Still, she wished a woman to be o the flight so she asked Putnam for a
candidate. Earhart, named by Boston promoter Capt. Hilton R. Railey

On 17 June, o year after Lindhergh's light, Amelia flew as 1 passenger from Newfoundiand to Wales in the Fokker C-2 Friends
ior Logis Gordo. In 20 houss, 40 minutes, Amelia Earhart became the first women 1o cross the Adntic by air. S

Upon hee retum 10 the US, Earhart, promoted by Poinean, plunged into her nesw e of “aviatrix”™ with  7eal she hd scidom shown before. She
e linited and custy flying skills.

A h.l\«.\uﬂnlnll- b the s resident of e Ninety-Nincs, a group of women avisors amed for s umber of charer members. In 1929, she
bo president (for “codore urpases) of the New York, Philadclphia and Washington Airways Cor.,and placed thind in s Women's Air
Derby Race fom San Monica, Calforia i Clvelal. I 1930, she st 4 specd ecord of 811 mps S b lw s i ot for s,

at s photography studio and behind the wheel

was choses

p with pilot Wilmer
i an insast celebri
plished

L3

NOVEMBER 1995 13



RESEARCHING

A detailed summary for the serious researcher into
the disappearance of Amelia Earhart

BY RICHARD G. STRIPPEL

PHOTOGRAPHY FROM THE MICHAEL O'LEARY COLLECTION

“Rivg

Earhart gunned her fuel-laden Lockheed 10E Electra off the short grass runway at Lae,

New Guinea. Officially, that was the last time she was seen alive. Earhart and her naviga-
tor, Frederick J. Noonan, never made it to the next stop at tiny, mid-Pacific Howland Island, a
2556-mile journey.

Howland, a treeless dot, had been discovered by an American whaler in 1822 and its guano
harvested. In 1934, US claims were reasserted, It was being considered as a “stepping stone™ on
an air route between the US and Australia.

Theories and “evidence™ about Earhart’s disappearance proliferate like variations on folk tales,
ranging from the provocative to the patently absurd:

* Amelia was forced to land on a Japanese island. Her plane’s rearward-retractable landing gear
was copied and made parts of the Mitsubishi A6M Zero's inward-retracting gear. So says one
recent author.

* This is a spin-off from the tired, old idea heid by the late Fred Goerner, Vincent Loomis,
Joseph Gervais, er al, that Amelia and Noonan didn't head for Howland Island at all, but went
to: [choose one| (a) Saipan (b) Truk (c) the Marshall Islands (d) all of the above: to spy on the
Japanese and were captured.

= On the other hand, British air historian and author Roy Nesbit carefully researched an
unheroic solution. Amelia Earhart, he wrote, simply ran out of gas.

* Three years ago, a piece of aluminum, a medicine hottle cap, and part of a shoe supposedly
confirmed that Earhart and Noonan had landed on another remote Pacific island and later died there,

WITNESSED TAKEOFF

Ela Birrell is believed to be the only person still alive on the 50th anniversary of Amelia’s
flight who saw her and Noonan take off from Lac. She was 70 in 1987, Mrs, Birrell was helping
her mother run the hotel where Earhart stayed. “She wanted a room on her own and didn't really
mix with people,” Mrs. Birrell recalled.

“I remember the plane could barely lift on takeoff,” said Mrs. Birrell. “We all rushed out to watch her go: it was a very brave thing she did.”

By noon of the next day, also 2 July, across the International Date Line, the Coast Guard had begun a search for the two aviators that would end in futility,
only to begin one of the most intriguing mysteries in aviation history. Amelia Earhart’s disappearance catapulted her from a waning celebrity to a legend.

BACKGROUND

Amelia Barhart’s voyage has been retraced successfully and her image has been printed on a stamp. Her bright red Lockheed Vega S-B used in the
1932 transatlantic and cross-country flights, along with her flight jacket and radio, are on display at the National Air and Space Museum in Washington,
D.C. The legend surrounding Amelia Earhart has obscured many of the facts of her life — which differ from source to source.

Amelia Mary Earhart was born in Atchison, Kansas, on 24 July 1897, the first child of rail claims agent and lawyer Edwin Earhart and the former
Amy Otis. Her sister, Muriel Earhart Morrissey, recalled the two girls were raised in gym suits instead of skirts and were given footballs and rifles by
their father who took the family on trips in & company Pullman car.

The Earharts moved to Des Moines in 1907, where on her ninth birthday Amelia saw her first airplanc at the Towa State Fair. She came away thinking
it an unattractive combination of wire and wood.

In 1913, the family again relocated when Edwin went to work in St. Paul. In 1915, she and her mother and sister moved in with friends in Chicago
because of Edwin's drinking, Following high school graduation, she served as a nurse’s aide in a Toronto military hospital. Here, she heard World War
One flying aces recount their adventures. At war’s end she enrolled at Columbia University in New York to study medicine but soon changed her mind.

Amclia quit college and went to Los Angeles, where her parents had now moved. She wanted to be with her mother and father, whose marriage was
breaking up over Edwin's alcoholism. But the flying bug bit. Her first flight was with speed pilot Frank Hawks. Under the wing of teacher Neta Snook,

A £ 10:00 am, 2 July 1937, while attempting an around-the-world flight, 39-year-old Amelia
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Amelia checks out the blueprints of her Lockheed Model 10E as the aircraft nears completion at the Lockheed factory in Burbank.
Fifteen Model 10E Electras were built but the most famous was Amelia's NR16020.

Earhart solocd for the first time in 1920.
To pay for flying lessons, Earhart worked wherever she could, including stints in a telephone office, at a photography studio and behind the wheel
of a truck. Her mother helped finance her first airplane in 1922, Three months later, she set the altitude record for women, climbing to 14,000 feet.
After her parents” divoree, she and her mother moved East and Amelia drifted into social work at Boston's Deanison House,

ATLANTIC PASSENGER

In 1928, while at Dennison House, Amelia was plucked from obscurity by promoter/publicist George Palmer Putnam (GP}, Socialite Amy Phipps
Guest had wanted to make a transatlantic erossing, but her parents forbade it. Still, she wished a woman to be on the flight, so she asked Putnam for a
candidate, Earhart, named by Boston promoter Capt. Hilton R. Railey, was chosen.

On 17 June, a year after Lindbergh's flight, Amelia flew as a passenger from Newfoundland 1o Wales in the Fokker C-2 Friendship with pilot Wilmer
Stultz and navigator Lovis Gordon, In 20 hours, 40 minutes, Amelia Earhart became the first women to cross the Atlantic by air. She was an instant celebri-
ty. Upen her retum to the US, Earhart, promoted by Putnam, plunged into her new role of “aviatrix™ with a zcal she had seldom shown before. She polished
her limited and rusty flying skills,

Amelia was selected (o be the first president of the Ninety-Nines, a group of women aviators named for its number of charter members. In 1929, she
became vice president (for “endorsement” purposes) of the New York, Philadelphia and Washington Airways Corp., and placed third in a Women's Air
Derby Race from Santa Monica, California, to Cleveland, In 1930, she sel a speed record of [81.1 mph. She alse Hew coast to coast four times.
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